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its natural resistance to the elements

s its bark-like skin of rust and, of course,

its tree-trunk colour. Throughout the scheme

Corten dominates, in balustrades, doors,

benches and the giant plant pots sitting upon

the external frame. Depending on its setting,

the steel’s shade ran, from a bronze-grey

to a rich brown, all slightly dusty to the touch.
The plants themselves, sustained

by rainwater collected by the building,

have been chosen and positioned dependent

on their solar requirements. Maple shrubs

and bamboo enjoy the afternoon shade

of the interior, while on the south facade,

trees are granted day-long direct sunlight.
Entering between tw eel trunks,

the unpredictability of the exterior gives

way to a shaded porch space, accompanied

by the trickling of water into shallow pools.

Beyond, a space has been turned into a

miniature allotment for growing strawberries,

in keeping with a fruit-growing theme that

runs through Pia’s work regardless of whether

the buildi s overtly ‘green’. Here, the

residents have started to make their own jam.
The apartments, built from steel and

concrete, are clad with over one million larch

shingles, split naturally along the wood’s grain
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to improve their resilience. It also means each
shingle is unique, the product of 10 months
spent setting each one individually. All but
afew of the apartments have two balconies,
one facing into the green oasis, the other out
to the street. Inside, the layout of the rooms
isleft to the owner, choosing whether they
want to embrace an introverted tree house
orsee the contrast of the gritty street below.
One resident, not wanting their balcony

space to be visible to neighbours, has closed

it off entirely with sticks of bamboo, but

for most their staggered positioning fosters
convivial communication between residents.
All of the residents use messaging service
‘WhatsApp to maintain a shared conversation,
making impromptu rooftop barbecues easier
than ever. For them living in this green haven
has become the norm, just as the wider
architectural community is deciding this

sort of thing must become the norm.

For residents of Turin, natural splendour
is remarkably accessible. A few hours away
inone direction are the Alps, and in the other
the Mediterranean: stiff competition when it
comes to keeping people in the city, meaning
many leave at the weekend and for holidays.
At 25 Verde, however, they stay.

9.The Corten’s colour
gives the steel the mottied
appearance of bark

10. The pots range in size
depending on the tree

they house, these are given
room to grow by the shape
of the balcony above
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